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himself whom they took for their model. Fifty years
earlier, or a hundred years later, the English king
would have struck them in quite a different light.
There had been a tacit compact between the first
two Georges and the Whig aristocracy, that the
King should govern Hanover and the Whig Ministry
Great Britain ; and such differences as arose between
the King and his subjects were attributable to the
fact that European wars began in the Hanoverian
department. But G-eorge III. cared nothing for
Hanover and much for governing England. He at
once took a new departure in policy by making peace,
and setting himself to conduct the government of
England in his own way. Now, the original of the
President of the United States is manifestly a treaty-
making king, and a king actively influencing the
Executive Government. Mr. Bagehot insisted that
the great neglected fact in the English political system
was the government of England by a Committee
of the Legislature, calling themselves the Cabinet.
This is exactly the method of government to which
George III. refused to submit, and the framers of the
American Constitution take George III.'s view of
the kingly office for granted. They give the whole
Executive Government to the President, and they do
not permit his Ministers to have seat or speech in
either branch of the Legislature. They limit his
power and theirs, not, however, by any contrivance